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Seventeen-year-old Richard Boerstler, of Watertown, Mass., pilots his 
hand-made Plexiglas boat on the water of the Charles River. The framework is 
wood and aluminum around which the Plexiglas sheets were tent and fastened with 
a special cement. Becaus«-the boat is Plexiglas, it draws only a few inches of 
water, travels faster, is unusually tractable and offers a certain resilience 
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Wood airplane construction stages a come "back in British 
aircraft industry, as shown hy this photo taken in a West 
England "Hurricane 11 factory. Shortage of metal and metal 
workers partially explains the ret urn to wood for fighter 
planes , "but also important is the fact that new types of 
water proof, resin-honded plywood can now he used for wing, 
fuselage and tail structure covering. Formed as well as 
flat parts can he made hy new plywood techniques , which 

have great strength and resistance to shrapnel damage, and 

*» 

eliminate slow riveting processes, 

— Photos courtesy of Resinous Products and Chemical Co. — 
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A mechanic here shown trimming a sheet of Tego-conaea 
Dlvwood to size shows how easily the material can be handled. With 
light-weight aircraft alloys at a premium, 9 number of manufacturers and 

government agencies are studying more extensive uses of plastic-plywood 

-, r * ' ■ 

in defense. ^ j. 
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